The Cairo Declaration
on
Sustainable Arab Cities, Security of Tenure and Good Governance

We, the representatives of the governments of the Arab countries and the Arab local authorities and their organizations convening in Cairo, the capital of the Arab Republic of Egypt on the 15th of December 2005 in our high level meeting on Sustained Arab Cities, Security of Tenure and Good urban Governance:
· considering that Cities are essential for globalization, generators of wealth and engines of growth that contribute to the development of human settlements both in urban and rural settings, 

· acknowledging that the continuous growth of Arab cities is linked to the effective implementation of the strategies set to confront urban poverty and its socio-economic roots in rural and urban areas, 
· expressing our concern about the challenges faced by Arab cities under the current impact of immigration and the demographic changes resulting from un-employment and exodus of people because of natural disasters, wars, disputes and the Israeli occupation,
· believing that the development of our Arab nations and cities is a collective responsibility towards our Arab society, based on supporting the principles of justice, equality, democracy with a view of ensuring a continuous urban development.
1.    are committed to continuously develop our cities and human settlements in line with the principles of Habitat Agenda, Istanbul declaration as well as the provisions of the Manama Declaration, based on integrated policies and strategies that ensure the principles of enablement, partnership, support of local authorities, motivating civil society activities as well as the participation of the private sector and the media,
2.    commend the achievements of the United Nations Human Settlements Programmes (UN-HABITAT) and its role in promoting the Global Campaign for Secure Tenure and the Global Campaign on Good Urban Governance in the Arab world. We also commend UN-HABITAT and its mandate assigned by the General Assembly of the United Nations in conducting the two campaigns, as well as its mandate in monitoring the implementation of the different stages of these campaigns  by each country in accordance with the mandate of UN-HABITAT and with a view to achieving the Millennium Development Goals, 
3.    commend the efforts of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) and UN-HABITAT and their regional partners in launching the two Global Campaigns in the countries of West Asia region under the title of the Regional Campaigns for Land and House Tenure and Good Urban Governance. Such campaigns consecrate the principle of the precedence of the human being in development, the commitment to reduce poverty and generate employment opportunities, reinforce the sense of conscious citizenship and social participation taking into consideration that these Regional Campaigns are essentially a mechanism to ensure the effective implementation of Habitat agenda and the Millennium Development Goals (specifically Target 11 of Goal 7 that seeks to achieve by 2020 a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers and Goal 8, Target 12 that calls for a global partnership for development and good governance),
4.    rely on the importance of regional partnership to support the targets of the Campaigns and the Millennium Development Goals as we consider that the achievement of these objectives is a collective regional responsibility,
5.    reaffirm the importance of the development role of both the media and the private sector in achieving the targets of both Istanbul and Manama declarations.

6.    also reaffirm our commitment to ensure that our national development strategies are in line with the Campaigns for land tenure and good urban governance and the Millennium Development Goals, as well as reaffirm our commitment to adopt national policies and plans that aim at raising the level of investments and exercising justice in the distribution of growth in our countries with a view of building the capacities of our local communities and continuing and developing our dialogue at national, regional and global levels on essential issues that are at the centre of  the sustainability of Arab cities.
Cairo,

 Arab Republic of Egypt, 
15th  December 2005
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